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W H A T  T U R K E Y  L O O K S  L I K E
Turkey is a bridge between East and West, both geo­
graphically and culturally,
Turkey is situated between 36° and 42° north lati­
tude, and between 26° and 55° east longitude. It is 
bounded, on the north, by the Black Sea; on the north­
east by the Russian Caucasus; on the east, by Iran; on 
the south, by Iraq, Syrian and the Mediterranean Sea; 
on the west, by the Aegean Sea and Greece; and on the 
northwest, by Bulgaria. Land-frontiers total 1.635 miles, 
as follows: with Russie, 3666,6; with Iran, 292; with Iraq, 
2349; with Syria, 490,37; with Greece, 126,7; and with 
Bulgaria, 124. There are 4.249 miles of coastline, deeply 
indented and fringed with islands along the Aegean Sea.
The area of Turkey is 296.503 square miles, 96,88% 
of which lies in Asia and the remaining 3,12% in Europe. 
Turkey-in-Europe is divided from Turkey-in-Asia by the 
Dardanelles, the Sea of Marmara, and the Bosphorus — 
the historic waterway which links the Aegean Sea with 
the Black Sea. The European portion of Turkey is about 
the size of New Hampshire, while the Asiatic portion 
is somewhat larger than the combined areas of Pennsyl­
vania, Virginia, West Virginia, Kentucky, Ohio, Indiana 
and Illinois.
Few regions in the world have had in their history 
so long a period of successive civilizations. This period in 
Turkey dates back to the fourth millenium before the 
Christian era. People of the paleolithic period, and those 
of the Age of Caverns, which we know archasologically, 
but not historically, lived on these highlands and along 
the coast. Then came the Hittites, Lydians, Phrygians, Ca- 
rians, Dorians, Aeolians, Ionians, Cimmerians, Bithynians, 
Persians ,Greeks, Romans, ByzantinesC Seljuks, and final­
ly the Ottomon Turks, who established themselves after 
the beginning of the XIV Century.
As a consequence of this historic richness, Turkey 
is  crowded with ancient cities or their remains, monu­
ments works of arts, and relics, which make this country 
a most interesting one for the world tourist. Anatoher 
characteristic of Turkey it is that 38 geographic names from 
the New Testament lie within the present boundaries of 
the Turkish Republic. To those 38 places, there are a to­
tal of 162 references. It was in Antakya (ancient Antioch 
on the Orontes) that the name of Christian was first 
applied to the followers of the New Way. Thus, the name 
Christian is itself of Anatolian origin.
The 1960 census showed that Turkey had a popula­
tion of 27.809.831. Turkey is primarily an agricultural 
country and four-fifths of her population lives in rural 
areas and only one-fifth in towns. Among the Turkish 
cities with a population of more than 100.000 people, the 
biggest and the best known are the old capital, Istanbul, 
with 1.459.528 inhabitants; the new capital, Ankara with 
646.151 people; the important Aegean port of Izmir, with 
379.923 people; Adana, with 230.024 people; Bursa, with 
153.574 inhabitants at the foot of Uludağ (Mount Olympus 
of Misia); Eskişehir (153.190), Gaziantep (125.498), Kon­
ya (122.704) and Kayseri (102.795). All these historic cities 
are thousands of years old.
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A N K A R A :  Capi t al  Of T u r k e y
Ankara is not only the capital of the Turkish Republic, 
but the symbol of the New Turkey. It had developed, in 
a couple of decades, from an insignificant small provincial 
town into a city of more than 700.000 inhabitants, a mod­
ern metropolis with large boulevards, parks, squares, and 
all kinds of European style public and private buildings 
and educational, cultural and social institutions such as 
Ankara University, the Parliament, Ministries, Hittite Muse­
um, the State Opera, Gazi Educational Institue and, im­
pressively situated on one of the hills of the city! the 
Mausoleum of Kemal Atatürk, first President of the Turk­
ish Republic.
(Contimued page 2)
A N K A R A :  Capital of Turkey
(From first page)
It was in Ankara that Atatürk laid down the founda­
tion Movement, known as the War of Independence, which 
cu’minater in the victory gained over the invading arm­
ies on August 30th. It was also i-n Ankara that the Turkish 
Republic was proclaimed on October 29th, 1923.
HISTORICAL NOTE
By a law which the Grand National Assembly passed 
on October 13th, 1923, a few days before the advent of 
the Republic, Ankara was proclaimed the capital of New 
Turkey and has since become the symbol of the Kemalist 
Revolution.
HISTORICAL SITES AND 
MONUMENTS
The Fortress:
It seems that Ankara was at first a fortress situated 
at the junction of two routes, east-west and north-south. 
The reason for its existence was to watch the defiles lead­
ing to the plain, as well as the plain itself. As a primitive 
fortress, it perched at the top of the rock, a veritable 
eagle’s nest. Hittites, Phrygians and Persians passed by, 
but probably brought no great change to the fortress and 
its means of defence. Alexander the Great besieged and 
captured the fortress. In the period of Augustus the citadel 
was fortified by new walls built on the plain. During the 
Byzantine period, the walls half-way to the top were built. 
Then followed several restorations and re-construction of 
new walls in the Seljuk Ottoman periods.
The Temple of Augustus:
Next to the Mosque of Hacı Bayram which can be 
easily reached from Ulus Square, this temple, Ancyranum, 
is supposed to have been built in the second century B.C. 
in honor of Cybele, Great Mother of the Gods and of 
Men, However, according to some archaeologists, the temple 
must have been built in the first century A.D. The inscrip­
tion which is an account of the deeds of the Emperor Au­
gustus, was affixed after the construction of the building.
Romans Baths:
Situated on the boulevard leading, from Ulus to Dış- 
kapi (left), these baths date from the first half of the third 
century.
There are several ancient mosques in Ankara, namely, 
Alaaddin Camii (1178), Arslanhane Camii (1290-91), Ahi Şe- 
rafeddin, dating from the first half to the fourteenth 
century, Haci Bayram Camii near the temple of Augustus 
(XVI Century).
The Hittite Museum:
The Archaeological Museum in Ankara was opened to 
the public in 1951. No museum in the world contains so full 
and rich a collection of Hittite works. The museum build­
ings themselves are also of great interestö One of them 
used to be an old caravansarai, and the other was a bedes- 
tan (Turkish bazaar), both built half a millenium ago by 
two viziers of Mehmet the Conqueror.
On entering the museum the visitor is confronted with 
two huge figures: the statue of Hittite king found at the 
palace gate in Malatya (eight centry B.C.) and a sculpture 
representing the Hittite god of war, proceeding from one of 
the city gates of Boğazköy - Hottusas, capital of the Hitti­
te Empire.
It was only about 80 years ago that the curiosity of 
several archaeologists concerning the Hittites was aroused 
by the basalt blocks inscribed with a peculiar form of 
writing which had been found at Hamath on the Orontes 
and at Aleppo.
About 50 years ago, excavations sponsored by the Muse­
um of Archaeology of Istanbul, unearthed the splendid 
archives of the Hittites under the ruins of their capital, the 
famed Hattusas. These consisted of cuneiform writings on 
baked clay tablets, mostly in Akkadian and Hittite: they 
were deciphered some twenty years later.
Hittite monuments have been recognized at 85 sites in 
Anatolia and may be seen in many parts of Turkeys, as 
well as in the unique Hittite Museum in Ankara.
MAUSOLEUM OF KEMAI. ATATÜRK
The Mausoleum of Kemal Atatürk, built on a hill 
known as Rasattepe in the south-west of Ankara, is one 
of the most remarkable features of the capital. A bus line 
runs from Ulus Square to Tandoğan Square (Tandoğan 
Meydanı where a large avenue leads directly to the 
mausoleum visible from the square.
Construction was begun in early 1944 and completed 
in 1953. The structure contains there main parts; the mau­
soleum, the promenade leading to a vast ceremonial court 
and auxiliary buildings.
The promenade, approached from 33 wide steps of Kay­
seri stone, is 100 yards wide and 285 yards long, adorned at 
each side with twelve statues of Hittite lions. At the rear, 
trees brought from different regions of Turkey or sent as 
gifts from foreign states form a green background. At 
each side of the entrance to the promenade stand two 
towers, that of Liberty on the right and that of Independ­
ence on the left. At the exit are two other towers, those 
of « Mehmetçik » (The symbol of the Turkish Soldier) and 
of Defense of National Rights.
The Court has four towers, one at each corner: those 
of the Republic, Victory, Revolution ,and Peace.
The Mausoleum occupies a space of 180 feet by 235 
feet and rises to a height of 70 feet. On the right side of the 
façade are carved passages from the great speech made 
by Kemal Atatürk on the occasion of the tenth anniver­
sary of the Turkish Republic and, on the left side, his 
message to Turkish youth. At each side of the 33 wide steps 
leading to the Mausoleum are bas-reliefs symbolizing the 
Commander in Chief Battle and the Sakarya Battle.
The mortal remains of Kemal Atatürk were removed 
to the Mausoleum in a solemn ceremony on November 
10th, 1953, fifteenth anniversary of his death.
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